
8.  CHRIST TEACHES THEM WHAT A GREAT AND DREADFUL EVIL IT IS TO BE GIVEN UP TO ONE'S 
HEART'S DESIRES.8 

The greatest misery of all is for God to give you up to your heart's lusts and desires, to give you up to 
your own counsels. So you have it in Psalm 81:11, 12: 'But my people would not hearken to my voice, and 
Israel would none of me,'-what then?-'So I gave them up unto their own heart lust, and they walked in 
their own counsels.' 

25 because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when terror 
strikes you, 27 when terror strikes you like a storm and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. 28 
Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not find me. 29 Because they hated knowledge and did 
not choose the fear of the Lord, 30 would have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof, Proverbs 1:25–30 (ESV)  

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were 
filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. Romans 1:28–31 (ESV)  

How could knowing God might laugh at your destruction help you to take the path that leads to true contentment? 

 

 

 

Something to think about: 

Now if you take these eight things before mentioned, and lay them together, you may well apply that 
Scripture in the 29th of Isaiah, the last verse, where it says, 'They also that erred in spirit shall come to 
understanding; and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.' Have there been any of you, as I fear many 
may be found, who have erred in spirit, even in regard of this truth that we are now preaching of, and 
many who have murmured? Oh, that this day you might come to understand, that Christ would bring you 
into his school, and teach you understanding. 'And they that murmured shall learn doctrine'-what 
doctrine shall they learn? These doctrines that I have opened to you. And if you will but thoroughly study 
these lessons that I have set before your eyes, it will be a special help and means to cure your 
murmurings and repinings at the hand of God, and so you will come to learn Christian contentment. 9 

In your own words, how do you describe God’s path for you to find contentment in Christ? 
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